


The mission of The Children
Center is to promote
possible outcomes for child
families in transition or crisi
providing access to legal serv
and support they could not
otherwise afford and by advanc
collaborative, non-adversarial
options for resolving conflic
outside the court system.

Through its programs and ¢
the Children’s Center str
to create safe, stable environmer
for children whose parents are in
chronic conflict.




A LETTER FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND BOARD PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

2020 was an extraordinary year by any measure. It was a year in which each

of us faced difficult personal challenges. It was a year when the parents of our
child clients were disproportionately affected by joblessness and poverty. And
most significant, it was a year when The Children’s LAW Center discovered the
strength and commitment of our supporters.

You, our donors, never wavered in your support of our mission. With your generosity
and strong leadership from our Board of Directors, we were able to continue our
critical work while keeping our clients, our staff, and the community safe.

We thank you for being dedicated and exceptional supporters. You have our
endless gratitude for helping to carry CLC during this unprecedented time. With
your support, CLC was able to navigate 2020’s challenging circumstances, allowing
us to continue the work needed to be done with the children and families we serve.

Because of your support, we are able to help parents provide safer, more stable
environments for their children, now and in the future.
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President, Board of Directors

With immense gratitude,

Justine Rakich-Kelly
Executive Director

It is an honor and privilege to
lead this organization and I am
truly grateful for our friends

and supporters. The CLC staff
has worked so incredibly hard
throughout the pandemic this
year, never missing a beat. 2020
posed unthinkable challenges for
everyone and I am hopeful that we
are well on the road to “normal”.
At CLC, we remain dedicated to
the work that is so important to
kids and families, regardless of the
obstacles we encounter.

— Justine Rakich-Kelly




IN 2020

LAW LINE
received a total of

757 Calls

regarding

1,081 Children

LEGAL
REPRESENTATION

359 Cases
563 Kids

FAMILIES IN
TRANSITION

29 Cases
44 Kids

COVID-19 CREATES UNPRECEDENTED CHALLENGES FOR THE CHILDREN & FAMILIES WE SERVE

A great example of our
Legal Representation
program’s effectiveness
and impact.

Jacob’s mom, Carla, became unemployed in 2020.
She had found a job working in Florida and wanted
to relocate there with Jacob. She did not have stable
housing in Connecticut and was burdened with

the task of continuously trying to figure out where
she and Jacob would be sleeping next. While the
pandemic raged on, housing opportunities became
less predictable. A move to Florida meant that Carla
would have reliable income and that she and Jacob
could stay with family members until she saved up for an apartment.

The court had ordered that Jacob’s father, John, have alternating weekend
parenting time, but instead he chose to take Jacob just on alternating Saturdays.
Carla notified John of her plan to move to Florida, yet he did not respond until
nearly five months after her move, filing a motion in court. The court appointed
Children’s Law Center attorney, Aisha Roche, as Jacob’s guardian ad litem to ensure
that his best interests were being represented in this dispute.

Aisha had numerous remote conversations with John about the possibility of Carla
remaining in Florida. At first John was very resistant. He explained that he wanted



to be able to see Jacob often and was nervous that the relationship would suffer
if Carla remained in Florida. Aisha set up a Zoom conference call with Carla and
John. Carla talked of her concern that if the hearing went forward she might be
ordered to move back to Connecticut, and she would have no income or a place
that she and Jacob could live. Jacob had always lived with his mom.

With CLC's help, John came to understand that he could continue to develop his
relationship with Jacob and also allow Carla to provide Jacob with a stable home.
Carla reassured John that he could have extended parenting time with Jacob in
the summer and on school breaks. Since Carla was living in the same Florida town
as John's cousin, John would be welcome to stay with his cousin any time he
came to Florida to visit Jacob. Carla also agreed that John could have telephone
and FaceTime access with Jacob nightly.

CLC’s involvement in this case enabled Carla and John to

CLC’s reach a compromise that would meet their needs and, more
involvement in importantly, benefit Jacob. They understood that their focus
this case enabled  needed to be on what was best for Jacob and that each could
a compromise have a meaningful relationship with their child, even if Jacob
that would benefit lived in Florida..

both the child

Today, Jacob lives in Florida with his mom, who has reliable
and the parents. income, stable housing and available child care for Jacob
from her family. On most days, Jacob talks to his dad and
he knows that he will get to spend time with his dad soon, either in Florida or
in Connecticut. Now Jacob can enjoy the love and support of the two most
important people in his life.




2020 Staft

Justine Rakich-Kelly

Executive Director

Y
rtila Lubonja
Staff Attorney

Nicole Silva
Staff Social Worker

Margaret Bozek
Staff Attorney

Jenna Trott
Development &
Marketing Associate

David Coughlin
Staff Attorney
<

(A

Aisha Roche
Staff Attorney

b

Tonia Tubaya
Professional Assistant

Randa Hojaiban
Deputy Director

Monique Ryan
Staff Attorney

N Y
Brendan Holt
Staff Attorney

Deb Shulansky
Director of
Development

In 2020, we said farewell to:
Artila Lubonja & Kathryn Phillips

And welcomed:

Brendan Holt



2020 Interns

Ama Frimpong Ansah

Olivia Benson
Jennifer Cooney
Catherine Craig
Gianna DeMasi

Bailey Frankel
Leslie Macedo
Emma Robertson
Kylee Verrill
Taylor Weischet

2020 FIT Volunteers

Susan Busby
Abby Cole
Wendy Davis
Kim Duell
Robert Fiedler
Doug Fishman
Bruce Freedman
Andy Hechtman

Charlie Higgins
Sidney Horowitz
John Mancini
Kathy Nevins
Christine Nucci
Ben Shapiro
Mary Weiner

2020 Board of Directors

Tim Buckley, President
Laura Post, Vice President
Jonathan Fink, Treasurer
Pamela Magnano, Secretary

Melissa Arkus
Peggy Boissoneau
Dan A. Brody
Scott Esposito
Carolyn Fink

Cara Hardacker
Patricia Pheanious
Patrick Proctor
James Russell
Elizabeth Thayer




Thank you for

= A On November 1
World Kindness Da
Children’s Law Ce
Gala was hosted
With technology at
' o fingertips, we delivert
. 0 unforgettable event w
{; inspirational stories, u
' “d auction packages, plus
animals for donation and purchase, plus so much
more! Radio personality, Renee DiNino of iHeart
Radio served as the evening's emcee. We also
proudly celebrated
Justine Rakich-Kelly's
20th anniversary
as CLC's Executive
Director!




2020 Gala

Committee

Cara Hardacker & Laura Post, Co-Chairs
Ed Bryan

Garlinck Dumont

Karen Herbert

Paddi LeShane

Pam Magnano

Dominick Neveux

Barbara Panico

Kelly A. Scott

Deb Shulansky

Nicole Silva

Jenna Trott

Liz Reynolds, Event Liaison

Justine Rakich-Kelly, Executive Director

2020 Gala Sponsors

Visionary
Hartford Evergreen Masonic
Lodge #88

Leader
Judy Hyde
Max Cares Foundation

Advocate
Dornenburg Kallenbach Advertising

Elevate

Cigna

Flaherty Legal Group, LLC

Papcsy Janosov Roche Trial Lawyers

Mentor
Ernst & Young LLP
Aaron & Sandra Gersten
Moses Tax Group, P.C.
Pullman & Comley, LLC
Debra & Jim Ruel,

Ruel, Ruel Goings & Britt

Inspire
blumshapiro
Brown, Paindiris & Scott LLP
Freed Marcroft LLC
Gail & David Porteus
Robinson + Cole
Russell & Company CPA PC
Sullivan & LeShane, Inc.
Elizabeth Thayer Ph.D.

& Jack Thayer M.D.
The O'Neil Law Firm, PC

Friend

Bendett & McHugh, PC

Connecticut Council for
Non-Adversarial Divorce

Steven and Elizabeth Eskenazi

David Ford & Family

Law Offices of Susan Busby, LLC

Pension Consultants, Inc.

Linda & Patrick Proctor

Todd Shepard, CFP

Webber & Meyers LLC



FIT MINI-TRAINING & MIXER

Do You Hear What | Hear?

Led by presenters Attorney Kim Duell and Dr. Elizabeth Thayer,
attendees to this training session learned the factors that promote
or interfere with effective listening, how to listen to families

in conflict and what listening skills will allow them to resolve
disputes more efficiently and effectively.
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Ph.D.
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Kim L. Duell
Attorney



Thank you to our generous supporters!

GRANTS & FOUNDATIONS

AmazonSmile Foundation

American Academy of Matrimonial
Lawyers Foundation

American Savings Foundation

AXA XL

Betty Knox Foundation

Budd Family Fund

CATIC Foundation, Inc.

Charles Nelson Robinson Fund

Community Chest of New Britain
and Berlin, Inc.

Community Foundation for
Greater New Haven

Community Foundation of
Eastern Connecticut

Connecticut Community Foundation

Connecticut Judicial Branch

David L. Savin Family Fund of the Jewish
Community Foundation

Department of Economic and
Community Development

Duncaster Foundation

Ensworth Charitable Foundation

Farmington Bank Community Foundation

George A. & Grace L. Long Foundation

Hartford Foundation for Public Giving

Hartford Wolf Pack Community Foundation

lon Bank Foundation

McPhee Foundation

Men & Boys’ Fund at the Main Street
Community Foundation

Middlesex United Way Women'’s Initiative

NewAlliance Foundation

Paige Wartonick Laferriere Memorial Fund,
Bristol Brass General Grant Fund and the
Becker Family Fund at the Main Street
Community Foundation

SBM Charitable Foundation

Shea Lovell DA Fund

The Ellen Jeanne Goldfarb Memorial
Charitable Trust

The Shulansky Foundation, Inc.

United Way of Central and
Northeastern Connecticut

Women & Girls’ Fund at the Main Street
Community Foundation

GENERAL DONATIONS

$5,000 - $9,999

American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers
CT Chapter

Scott and Stephanie Esposito

Judy Hyde and Susan Martenson

Intel Foundation

Gail & David Porteus



$2,500 - $4,999
James & Carmela Russell
Bruce and Hanna Clements

$1,000 - $2,499

Allied World

Michael and Michelle Blezard
Cigna

Ernst & Young

Jonathan and Carolyn Fink
David and Sheri Ginden

Cara and Jason Hardacker
Leighton, Katz, Drapeau, LLC
Patricia Pheanious

Laura Post and Mark Pazniokas
Justine and Brian Rakich-Kelly
Thelma Santos

Liza and Jack Thayer
Traveler's Championship
Oliver Tuller

Theresa Wing Hines

$500 - $999

Peter and Deborah Berry

Blue State Coffee

Dan A. Brody

Tim Buckley and Patricia O’Neil
Holly and John Carbonneau
Michael and Lisa Cicchetti
Christa Rakich & Janis Milroy

Stuart and Debbie Shoflick
Timothy & Geraldine Sullivan
Debra Tosto

$250 - $499

Peter Arakas and Karen Kellerman
Sara L. Bernstein and Joseph Shortall
Karen & Gordon Binkhorst

Sabina and Ed Doland

Rabbi Andrew and Rachel Hechtman
Charles & Maria Higgins

Randa Hojaiban

Scott Lehmann

Pam and Brian Magnano

Raymond Maier
Maluszewski Law

Carol and Patrick McCabe
Sheila & Paul Moses

Moy Ogilvie

Steven Paymer

Debra and James Ruel
Nancy and Timothy Strini
Lynne Ustach

Michael Weber

Regina Wexler

Brooke & Edward Whittemore

$100 - $249

Gerard Adelman

Carolyn Aliski

Dianne and Peter Antos
Vivian and Paul Batterson
Susan Bergenn

Peggy Boissoneau

Donna Bronwell

Tom Buczynski

Donna Buttler

Shari & Michael Cantor
Centro America, Inc

Eric and Patricia Daniels
Elaine Ducharme

Timothy Everett & Lucy Potter
Joshua and Jillian Feldman
Mary-Jane Foster

Eric Frazer



Bruce Freedman

Deb & John Gilbert

Virginia Gilmour

Rosemary Giuliano

Damon Goldstein

Carla Hojaiban and Teddy Jawde
Maryanne Holt Lombardo
Robert Horwitz

Eileen Hurley

George Jepsen and Diana Sousa
Jeffrey and Sunny Kagan

Lisa Keegan

Jason Kemp and Kimball Robbins

Henry Krisch

Lynne Krupa

Tara Liscombe

Mary & Robert LaPorte

Fatima Lobo

Robert and Doreen Madden
Louise Magnano

Mary Ellen Markowitz

Elizabeth and James Matern
Kenneth & Margaret Mcintosh
Martha Montany

Geoffrey Naab

Jeff Nese

New England Asset Management (NEAM)
Patricia Ellen Panico

Paul Pazniokas

Robert and Joan Penney

Barbara Pinkerton

Nicole Pinsky

Ernest M. Post

Patrick and Linda Proctor

Laura Renfro

Diane & Michael Roach

Julia Rosenblum and Leonard Felson
Mark Rosenblum and Lisa Derenzo
James & Abiah Ruel

Gerald Sazama

Kelly A. Scott

William Shea

Todd Shepard

Kenneth Shluger

Deb Shulansky

Mark and Cindy Slane
Karen Tomasko

Elliot and Esther Urdang
Howard and Patti Weiner
Maureen Zavatone

Up to $100

Anonymous

Moira Aitro

Amazon Smile Foundation
Liza Andrews

Bilal Tajildeen

Peggy Boissoneau

Patti Broad

Ed Bryan

Richard Callahan

Laura Carini

Ceil Gersten

Barbara Collins

Hollis DeAbreau

Ellen Deutsch

Phyllis DiCara

lan Doyle

Linda Duckstein

Diane Weaver Dunne
Timothy and Dina Fisher
Kathy Flaherty and Jim Valentino
Patricia & Pascal Gartmann



Carol Gereg
Emily Gilbert Montanye
Sandi Girolamo

Amy and Michael Goldbas

Jesse Goodale

Philip & Nancy Groth
Annmarie Hite
Jennifer Hojaiban
Kimberly Jacobsen
Angela Jalbert

Jill Jensen

Leon Kaatz

Beth Karassik
Robert Katz

Robert Langer

Sam Levine

Tom Lewoc

Carol Lewoc

Artila Lubonja
Allison McCluer
Christine Miller
Donna and Tom Miller
Kathy Moriarty

Don and Brad Noel
Barbara & David Panico
Nancy Parker

PayPal Giving Fund
Raphael Podolsky
Ellen Presnick

Stacie Provencher

Sarah Raskin

Nicole Riel

Rosalie Roth

Cassandra Sanchez

Cynthia Sanstrom

Nicholas Saucier

Barbara Shaw and Robert Wilgoski

John D. Shulansky

Nicole Silva

Ruth and Howard Sovronsky

Nancy and Brian St. Jarre

Stop & Shop

James Tracy

United Methodist Women

United Way of Central and Northeastern
Connecticut

Sue Watson

Abby Woodhouse

Jennifer Yee

Wiktoria Zduniak

IN-KIND DONORS
Anonymous

Moira Aitro

American Girl

Amity Fitness

Aviary Games, LLC

BarkBox

Bella Gusta Select Oils and Vinegars
BK & Co

Blue Earth Compost
Bottle Stop Wine & Spirit
Margaret Bozek
Brendan Milove - PadPlay Games
Bridgewater Chocolate, LLC
Cafe Sofia
The Children’s Law Center Gala Committee
The Children’s Law Center
Board of Directors
ClayArtPlay
Christian Colon



Jeff Dodgson

Deepwater Seafood

Lainey Donaldson

DORO Restaurant Group

E&D Pizza Company

Elyse Ryan Jewelers

Scott & Stephanie Esposito

Farmington Miniature Golf
& Ice Cream Parlor

Fascia's Chocolates

First & Last Tavern

Nikki Fusco-Gonzalez

Patty and Pascal Gartmann

Kathy C. Goff

Golf Club of Avon

Gouveia Vineyards

Sue Grisé

Cara Hardacker

Hartford Flavor Company

Hartford Symphony Orchestra

Hartford Yard Goats
Annmarie Hite

IRIS Photography
Lisa Keegan

Hayley Kolding
Lynne Krupa

Jon Kukucka

John Laudati
LEGO®

Deborah Leonard

Liquid Nirvana

The Mark Twain House & Museum
Max Restaurant Group

Moscarillo's Garden Shop

Michelle Neidermeyer & Kevin Riggott
New England Pasta Co

Sam Occhiogrosso

Dan & Alexa Olimpio

Barbara Panico

Papcsy Janosov Roche Trial Lawyers
Peak Training/Torr Bennetta Fitness
William R. Peck

Barbara Pinkerton

Playhouse on Park

Gail Porteus

Laura Post

Powder Ridge Mountain Park & Resort
Justine Rakich-Kelly

Sandy Welch Art

Kelly A. Scott

Deb Shulansky

Susan Lorraine Jewelry

Terry Walters, LLC

Liza Thayer

Karen Tomasko

Carol Tsacoyeanes

Pam & Jeff Verney

Wampanoag Country Club

Janice Wingo




Financials

$1,201,765

Grants & Foundations $709,340
Legal Representation $255,171
Event Income $107,986

Individual & Corporate Contributions $45,130
Rebuilding Families $6,332

soss NN
$1,028,579
Program Services $802,056 :

Fundraising $149,597
Management & General $76,926




The Children’s Law Center’s Year-End financial strength is thanks to emergency relief
funding made possible by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act
of 2020, as distributed through various agencies and government partners at the federal,

state and local level. These funds, and the expenses they cover, include:

AMOUNT OF
AGENCY AND PROGRAM FUNDS EXPENSES COVERED
RECEIVED
Small Business Administration $167,062 Administrative and
Paycheck Protection Program Staff Salaries
Connecticut Department of $5,000 General Operating
Economic and Community Expenses

Development

The U.S. Small Business $10,000 General Operating
Administration Covid-19 Expenses
Economic Injury Disaster

Advance

The Children’s Law Center is especially grateful to Webster Bank
for helping CLC secure the Paycheck Protection Program funds.



The Children’s LAW Center, Inc.
30 Arbor Street, Suite 208
Hartford, CT 06106

www.clcct.org



